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Fig.1 Geomorphological map of the study area (modified from Koiwa
et al., 2005). Dashed line square shows the area of Fig. 2.
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Fig. 2 Distribution of abandoned charcoal kilns and extent of natural
vegetation, secondary vegetation, and afforested areas around
Mt. Izumigatake. Black squares with numbers mean abandoned
charcoal kilns. (Compiled from 1/25,000 topographic maps
by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and 1/25,000
vegetation maps by the Biodiversity Center of Japan)
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Fig. 3 Example of topographic map of abandoned charcoal kiln in
Oohira Village of Miyagi Prefecture.
Surveyed by total station. The star indicates basal point for
surveying, and the contour interval is 20 cm.
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Fig. 4 Topographic section of the No. 1 kiln (surveyed along the
dashed line) and belts for tree transect survey. The section is
based on the survey using hand level, surveying staff, and tape
measure.
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Fig. 5 Topographic section of the No. 8 kiln (surveyed along the dashed
line) and belt for tree transect survey. The section is based on the
survey using hand level, surveying staff, and tape measure.
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Nos. 1, 8T, ZWNICEFT T2 ADERHFAZ 1T -
7o, BIHICA LN EEE (DBH) 44ecmd K/ ¥
Populus suaveolens 1%, 20094E10H @ 4E i fi A& CT754E £ C
HDHLZENHERINT:, L7z T, ZOREPHHEN
TW72DIEZENLHI, 37451934 (IFFI19) 4 LLFT & A
bNb. F7zNo. 8MICHEF T 5 I X F T Quercus crispula
IZDBH28cmC, [A] U < 2009410 H o 4 i i 45 CTo24F A &
HIME N7z, LAo T, TOREPFHENTW2DIF
1947 (BAF122) 4ELRITH B LHEE SN A,

No. 1 TIE, RZBNIEO LR X ) FALRF % $RECL,
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AU L7 (FEiE ) WEREZEIC L 5).
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No. 1O~V b Tld, BRI MBEIL, 2 WIHISE + A

Table 1  List of abandoned charcoal kilns near Mt. [zumigatake.
. . Biggest alive tree in kiln
Kiln No. Altitude (m) r— DBH (om Abandoned year *

1 790 Populus suaveolens 44 Before 1934
2 645 Magnolia hypoleuca 20

3 645 Acer mono maxim. 20

4 645

5 710

6 660

7 630

8 630 Quercus crispula 28 Before 1947
9 640

10 620

* Estimated by the tree ring of biggest alive tree
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Table 2 Results of tree belt transect surveys near Nos. 1 and 8 kilns.
Kiln-1
. Number Total basal DBH (cm)
Species (% in parenthesis) __area (cm?) Mean Max Min
Acer shirasawanum 13 (25) 1924 12 24 1
Fagus crenata 10 (19) 8307 22 87 2
Betula maximowicziana 7 (14) 8049 38 50 28
Acer japonicum 3(6) 79 8 11 6
Fraxinus lanuginosa f serrata 2 (4) 157 10 10 10
Others 10 (18) — — - —
Total 52
Kiln-8
. Number Total basal DBH (cm)
Species (% in parenthesis)  area (cm?) Mean Max Min
Hamamelis japonica 18 (30) 1146 8 14 1
Quercus crispula 12 (20) 2282 14 25 6
Pinus densiflora 9 (15) 6367 29 45 18
Carpinus laxiflora 3(5) 520 14 20 9
llex macropoda 3(5) 17 3 4 2
Clethra barbinervis 3 (5) 97 6 9 4
Quercus serrata 2 (3) 1011 25 27 24
Others 10(17) — — — —
Total 60
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Effects of Past Charcoal Production on Vegetation Landscape Development During the Last
Several Decades around MT. Izumigatake in the Funagata Volcanic Group, Northeast Japan

Kiyoshi SAIJO

The purpose of this study is to examine the effects of past
charcoal production, a major traditional use of forest before
the fuel revolution in the late 1950’s, on vegetation landscape
development in Japanese mountain areas. The investigation
conducted near Mt. Izumigatake (1172 m), belonging to the
Funagata Volcanic Group in northeast Japan, suggests that
many abandoned charcoal kilns, which were probably used
during the Meiji Period to the early Showa Period, remain at

up to a 790 m elevation. Secondary forests or afforested area

cover is present around these kilns. Forests in the vicinity of
the kilns are characterized by the presence of mostly pioneer/
intolerant species. These facts suggest that forest clearance for
charcoal production was widespread before 1940’s around Mt.
Izumigatake. After the decline of charcoal production, secondary
succession (or plantation) formed the basis of the present forest
landscape. Considering the effects of past charcoal production is
important, in some mountain areas of Japan, for understanding

vegetation landscape development.
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